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Death, where is 

your sting? 

Today, St. John tells us, “On the first day of the week, Mary of 
Magdala came to the tomb early in the morning, while it was 
still dark” (Jn 20:1). Now that the Sabbath was over, she was 
coming to finish the burial anointing. Why did she arrive so 
early, before dawn? Anyone who has grieved over the death 
of a loved one knows the answer to this question. The finali-
ty of death, even for those prepared for its arrival, is literally 
un-believable. We cannot bear the thought of not seeing this 
dear one again. Mary had the opportunity to be near Jesus 
once more, to see and touch Him. Even in death, He drew her 
to Him with an irresistible force. Mary saw that the stone 
had been removed from the tomb. Shock! We can feel her ea-
gerness to be with Jesus again, yet He was not in the tomb. 
St. John wants us to see that the followers of Jesus were slow 
to understand what He had told them many times: He would 
rise from the dead. Mary believed that someone had taken 
the Lord and put Him elsewhere. Imagine this for a moment: 
profound grief was compounded by profound horror. For 
Mary, the empty tomb was not a source of joy. It was an ago-
nizing twist in what was becoming a nightmare. Peter and 
John (“the other disciple whom Jesus loved”) ran to the tomb 
with Mary’s news. They, too, were drawn to the Lord in this 
energetic race. John arrived first, but notice his deference to 
Peter, the Lord’s own appointed leader of the apostles. Once 
inside, they quickly realized that grave robbers were not re-
sponsible for the absence of Jesus. The burial cloths (fine, ex-
pensive linen) would never have been left behind by robbers 
this way. No, something big was underway. St. John tells us 
that when he entered the tomb and saw the burial cloths, “…
he believed” (Jn 20:8). What did he believe? Only that Jesus 
was really gone from the tomb—itself a great mystery. He 
goes on to make that clear: “For they did not yet understand 
the Scripture that He had to rise from the dead” (Jn 20:9). So, 
on Easter Sunday, the Gospel reading leaves us with only 
clues. How interesting! There is not, as we might expect, the 
boundless joy of the disciples seeing Jesus alive again. In-
stead, we spend time with His followers in their longing, 
anxiety, sadness, and utter confusion. We, of course, know 
what’s going on, but they don’t as yet. St. John wants us to 
linger for a spell in the very human reactions to an astound-
ing miracle. He helps us feel deeply the question that boggled 
the disciples: What has happened to Jesus? It is only by en-
tering fully into this human dilemma that we are truly pre-
pared for the answer: Jesus has conquered Death. The worst 
thing that has ever happened in human history (men killed 
the “Author of life,” Acts 3:15) has become the best thing that 
has ever happened in human history, and man’s history has 
been changed forever.  



MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Sunday 4 8:00  † Michael Schlender    The Schlender Family 
Sunday  4 10:00  Intention of the Priest        
Sunday 4 12:00  Intentions of OLT Parishioners  Pro Populo 
Wednesday 7 (Priv. mass) Cyndi Schiaroli    David & Stephanie Scott 

Last weekend’s collection came to 
$1,936.00. Thank you so much for your 
faithful support!  

As disciples of Jesus Christ, and in the name of Mary, 
Our Lady of Tahoe Catholic community welcomes 
and embraces all those who come to us. With guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit, through worship, the sacra-
ments, and loving service, we provide for one an-
other’s spiritual and material needs. In being so nour-
ished, we reach out in faith to serve the larger com-
munity.  

The Women Guild is accepting applica-
tions for their annual scholarships - 
the $2000 Guild Scholarship and the 
$5000 per semester (tuition only) 
Foundation Scholarship - beginning 
Thursday, April 1, 2021. The deadline 
for submission is at 2:00 pm on Friday, 
April 30, 2021, no exceptions. The appli-
cation forms are available by emailing 
susan@ourladyoftahoe.org. 

Please prayerfully consider joining our 
parish in support of the Catholic Services 
Appeal (CSA). Your gifts directly support 
our seminarians, retired priests, Catholic 
schools, our youth and young adults, the 
annual conference, and parish religious 
education. Every gift no matter how big 
or small supports the lives of others. 
Thank you for supporting us and our dio-
cese. You can donate by mailing us a 
check with your pledge card or by visiting 
https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/
ourladyoftahoe and selecting CSA as your 
fund. Thank you SO MUCH to everyone 
who has donated so far! 
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Plan a Gift that Works for You 

Charitable  
Bequest 
 
Leave a portion of your 
estate such as cash or 
stock to Our Lady of Ta-
hoe in your will.  

Appreciated 
Securities 
 
Donating  stock is a simple, 
smart way to give. Email us at 
susan@ourladyoftahoe.org for 
account transfer information.  

IRA 
QCD 
 
If you are 70 1/2 or older, 
ask your professional advi-
sor if giving directly from 
your IRA is a tax-wise way 
for you to give.  

Please be sure we have your updated contact info and if you would like to receive our 
weekly e-bulletin and other parish news, kindly contact Susan at 775-588-2080 to be add-
ed to our email list. Thank you and God Bless! 
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